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• Born and raised in Portland, OR, and Stockton, CA
• Undergraduate at San Francisco State University

• Degrees in English Literature, Developmental Psychology, Black Studies

• M.A. & Ph.D. in African American Studies, Temple University
• Book: The Postwar Struggle for Civil Rights, 

African Americans in San Francisco
• Taught classes on:

• Race and Racism, African American History, African History and Culture



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/06/07/when-portland-banned-blacks-oregons-
shameful-history-as-an-all-white-state/?utm_term=.0e5a45bdbe0d

• 1844 Exclusion Law. Under the provisional government of Peter 
Burnett, all free black people were ordered to leave the Oregon 
Country.

• Burnett was a former slaver holder from Missouri.
• 1849 Exclusion Law. The territorial government made it illegal for any 

“Negro or Mullatto” to live in Oregon Country except those already 
living there.

• 1855 Opinion in Oregonian, N.V. Holmes
• “niggers…should never be allowed to mingle with the whites. If niggers 

are allowed to come among us and mingle with whites, it will cause a 
perfect state of pollution. Niggers always retrograde, until they get back 
to the state of barbarity from whence they originated”



• Territorial Supreme Court Chief Justice George Williams issued a “Free 
State” letter in 1857. Argued enslavement would harm white 
workers…

• "Negroes are naturally lazy.... [They] are an ignorant and degraded 
class of beings, and therefore they will vitiate to some extent those 
white men who are compelled to work or associate with them."

• Oregon wrote the exclusion of blacks into its constitution: “No free 
negro or mulatto, not residing in this State at the time of the adoption 
of this constitution, shall ever come, reside, or be within this State…”, 
own property or make business contracts.

• 1859 Oregon granted statehood as the ONLY “whites only” state
in US history.



https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/exclusion_laws/#.WacR3saQyM8



https://suburbanstats.org/population/oregon/how-many-people-live-in-portland

Population 
Demographics for 
Portland, Oregon in 
2016 and 2017

Race Population % of Total

Total Population 583,776 100

White 444,216 76

Hispanic or Latino 54,840 9

Asian 41,692 7

Black or African 
American

36,695 6

American Indian 5,991 1

Native Hawaiian Pacific 
Islander

3,109 Below 1%

Alaska Native tribes 261 Below 1%

https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-white-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-hispanic-or-latino-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-asian-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-black-or-african-american-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-american-indian-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-native-hawaiian-pacific-islander-people-live-in-portland-oregon
https://suburbanstats.org/race/oregon/portland/how-many-alaska-native-tribes-people-live-in-portland-oregon


Nation Wide, The Racial Ethos in America

• 1619, the first enslaved Africans brought to Jamestown, Virginia
• 1793, the first fugitive slave act is passed

• authorized local governments to seize and return escaped slaves to their owners and imposed 
penalties on anyone who aided in their flight

• 1850, 2nd fugitive slave law passed--part of the Compromise of 1850
• 1857 Dred Scott, Chief Justice Roger Taney

• [Blacks] had for more than a century before been regarded as beings of an inferior order, and 
altogether unfit to associate with the white race, either in social or political relations; and so far 
inferior, that they had no rights which the white man was bound to respect; and that the negro 
might justly and lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit. He was bought and sold, and 
treated as an ordinary article of merchandise and traffic, whenever a profit could be made by it. 

• 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson enshrines “Separate But Equal”
• Plessy was 7/8 white and appeared physically white
• Supreme Court decided 14th Amendment was for “political” and “civil” rights but not “social” 

rights.
• Justice Brown, “if one race be inferior to the other socially, the constitution…cannot put them on 

the same plane”
• Followed by decades of Jim Crow, Lynching and Segregation.



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/06/07/when-portland-banned-blacks-oregons-
shameful-history-as-an-all-white-state/?utm_term=.1c0df571a705

• By the 1920s Oregon had the highest per capita Klan membership in 
the US. In 1922 Walter Pierce was elected governor with the support 
of the Klan. Photos in the local paper show the Portland chief of 
police, sheriff, district attorney, U.S. attorney, and mayor posing with 
Klansmen.

• Pierce was a US Congressional Representative from 1932-1942.

Meeting of the KKK, in Portland, Ore., in the 1920s. (Oregon Historical Society)



Equal Justice Initiative Founder Bryan Stevenson



http://gizmodo.com/oregon-was-founded-as-a-racist-utopia-1539567040

• Oregon Supreme Court had decided in the 1906 case Taylor v. Cohn that black 
people could be legally segregated from whites in public places. That particular 
ruling wasn’t struck down in the state until 1953.

• Many white owned restaurants wouldn’t serve black people, they weren’t 
allowed in the city’s swimming pools, and the local skating rink set aside a day for 
black people as late as the 1960s.

Sign in the window of a Portland restaurant circa 1943 (Oregon Historical Society)

http://www.ohs.org/education/oregonhistory/historical_records/dspDocument.cfm?doc_ID=000BAC50-D31E-1E91-891B80B0527200A7


Restrictive Covenants and Redlining



The Racist History of Portland, the Whitest City in America: The Atlantic, July 2016
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/racist-history-portland/492035/

• In 1919, the Realty Board of Portland approved a Code of Ethics 
forbidding realtors and bankers from selling or giving loans to 
minorities for properties located in white neighborhoods.

• In WWII, due to war work, Portland’s Black population grew from 
2,000 to over 20,000 in just a few years.  Many lived in Vanport.

• When Vanport washed away in the flood of 1948, over 6,000 African 
Americans had to find new homes.

• The only choice, if they wanted to stay in Portland, was the Albina 
neighborhood that had emerged as a popular place to live for the 
black porters who worked in nearby Union Station. It was the only 
district where black people were allowed to buy homes.



Home Owners' Loan Corporation (HOLC) 
1938 Residential Security Map for Portland

http://neighborhoodpulsepdx.org/portland21/making-sense-of-populations-via-maps/food-for-thought

• "residential security" maps 
categorized areas within cities from 
best (or grade "A," in green) 
neighborhoods to worst 
neighborhoods (grade "D," in red) 
based criteria such as the condition 
of the housing stock, sales and 
rental rates and “threat of 
infiltration of foreign-born, negro, 
or lower grade population." 

• Areas demarcated in red 
corresponded closely with historic 
African-American and other non-
white communities in Portland.



“This is not us.”  “We’re Better Than This.”
• "For most African Americans, white people exist either as a direct or an 

indirect force for bad in their lives.“
• Ta-Nehisi Coates: “My President Was Black”, 2017

• “I am sorry to have to say that the vast majority of white Americans are 
racists, either consciously or unconsciously.”

• Martin Luther King Jr.: “Which Way Its Soul Shall Go“, 1967

• Today, racial segregation and division often result from habits, policies, and 
institutions that are not explicitly designed to discriminate. Contrary to 
popular belief, discrimination or segregation do not require animus. They 
thrive even in the absence of prejudice or ill will. It’s common to have 
racism without “racists.” 

• Rich Benjamin: Searching for Whitopia, 2009

• We must examine our institutions and make changes.
• Public Schools, News Papers, Law Enforcement, Banks, Real Estate, etc.



Demos President Heather McGhee



the way forward, we have to have uncomfortable conversations
we must take action

• “Well, it’s because it’s [confronting racism] uncomfortable and there has to be an 
uncomfortable element in the discourse for anything to change. People have to 
be made to feel uncomfortable, and especially white people — because we are 
comfortable.”   Gregg Popovich, 2017 press conference

• For white Americans to accept that things are bad and then just jump ahead to 
kumbaya is a profoundly deep-seated defense mechanism for hiding from what 
white America did, and continues to do, to the rest of us. Rembert Browne: “Colin 
Kaepernick Has a Job”, 2017

• There is a real difference between guilt and understanding—understanding that 
nothing will change unless you and people like you fix the mess that you unfairly 
inherited, from which you so unfairly still benefit, right now. Rembert Browne: 
“Colin Kaepernick Has a Job”, 2017

• I’d be in denial to not believe that in numerous situations my race has helped me 
— in ways I never even notice. Mike Wise: “Gregg Popovich’s Speech”, 2017



Online resources

• Timeline of Oregon and US Racial and Immigration History
• https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/412697

• The “Negro Question” and Oregon Politics
• http://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/constitution/Pages/before-negro.aspx

• Blacks in Oregon
• https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/blacks_in_oregon/#.WanHm8aQyM8

• The Oregon History Project: African Americans and Women Workers in WWII
• https://oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/african-american-and-women-workers-in-world-war-ii/#.WanG-saQyM8

• Center for the Student of the Pacific Northwest: African Americans in the Modern Northwest
• http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Classroom%20Materials/Pacific%20Northwest%20History/Lessons/Lesson%2021/

21.html

• Race and Justice in Oregon
• http://invw.org/2017/02/07/race-and-justice-in-oregon-a-timeline/

• Portland isn’t Portlandia. It’s a capital of white supremacy.
• https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-hate-crime-in-super-progressive-portland-should-surprise-no-one/2017/06/01/d3b99782-

46d8-11e7-a196-a1bb629f64cb_story.html?utm_term=.b8ec0cbf62f7

• The Racist History of Portland, the Whitest City in America
• https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/racist-history-portland/492035/

• The critical challenge of calling out racism
• http://www.pamplinmedia.com/lor/49-opinion/359542-237510-citizens-view-the-critical-challenge-of-calling-out-racism

https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/blacks_in_oregon/#.WanHm8aQyM8
https://oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/african-american-and-women-workers-in-world-war-ii/#.WanG-saQyM8
http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Classroom%20Materials/Pacific%20Northwest%20History/Lessons/Lesson%2021/21.html
http://invw.org/2017/02/07/race-and-justice-in-oregon-a-timeline/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-hate-crime-in-super-progressive-portland-should-surprise-no-one/2017/06/01/d3b99782-46d8-11e7-a196-a1bb629f64cb_story.html?utm_term=.b8ec0cbf62f7
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/racist-history-portland/492035/
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